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A Re-examination of the Inscription of King S*t 'wtr son of lhn Nhfn;

Commentaries and Clarifications

Sl daws dast gl f

Abstract: This research is concerned with a
reexamination of the inscription (YMN 50)
(Nam1 NAG 12, Ir 11), authored by King
Shar The

conclusions of these inscriptions are often

Awtar. introductions  and
similar in structure; however, when narrating
events, they employ a variety of stylistic
the

events.

approaches, including variation in

of

Particular attention is given to the selection

sequence and arrangement
of vocabulary forming the inscriptional
sentences, which convey the course of events
with remarkable precision, especially in
inscriptions relating to public declarations

and legislative matters.

Every language possesses its own
vocabulary, and each term often carries
multiple meanings. Old Yemeni language is
no exception. In 1982, the Sabaic Dictionary
was published as a significant scholarly
achievement, covering the vocabulary found
in the inscriptions discovered up to that time.
Nevertheless, some  terms  remained
undefined, and not all meanings of individual

words were fully addressed.
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This

understanding certain inscriptions and led to

created difficulties in

differing interpretations among scholars

This

example of

a clear
which

contributed to challenges in comprehending

inscription represents
such  limitations,
its true content and caused confusion
regarding its meaning. Therefore, this study
undertakes a reexamination of the inscription
and clarifies several lexical meanings that
were either not fully covered in the Sabaic
Dictionary or overlooked by some
researchers, with the aim of presenting a
clearer and more accurate interpretation of

the inscription through this study.

Keywords: Inscriptions, Awam Temple,
Shar Awtar, War, Sadag.
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A Historical study of Seven Sabaean Inscriptions from the ‘wam Temple

ol A we wal des’

Abstract: This research examines seven
Sabaean inscriptions from the Awam
Temple in Marib, which have been
previously published. These inscriptions
are part of those discovered by the
American Foundation for the Study of
Man expedition at the Awam Temple in
1962. Six of these inscriptions were
published by Albert Jamme in English,
without  accompanying  photographs,
while one inscription was published by Al-
Aryani in Arabic in seven lines, also
without an attached photograph. Later,
Jacques Ryckmans republished the same
inscription in French in twenty-two lines
and included a photograph. It was also
published by the DASI database in English

in twenty-five lines, accompanied by a

photograph.

The seven inscriptions under study date
back to the period of the royal title 'King of
Saba and dhu-Raydan.' Among them, four

are dedicatory inscriptions and three are
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war-related inscriptions. This study will
re-transcribe the seven inscriptions based
on the attached photographs, and the six
inscriptions were compared with the
versions published by Albert W.F. Jamme.
The seventh inscription was compared
with Al-Aryani's version as well as the
DASI database version. The mistakes were
corrected, missing gaps completed, and the
contents presented in Arabic. Finally, the
study provides a brief historical analysis of
the reigns of the four kings mentioned in

these inscriptions."

Keywords: inscriptions, kings of Saba’ and
du-Raydan, Is>th Yhdb I, Wtr Yh'mn son of
Isrh Yhdb I, S*ds?ms'm and his son Mrtdm
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Sabaic Inscriptions from the ‘wam Temple:

A Historical and Linguistic Study

g b gx;*

Abstract: This study presents an analysis of
six Sabaic inscriptions from the Awam
Temple in Marib, the capital of the Kingdom
of Saba. The first inscription (YMN 58) has
been republished following the availability of
a complete photograph, as a large part of it
was covered by sand in the previous
publication. The second inscription (YMN
59, Ja 561bis) and the fourth inscription (
YMN 61, Ja 562) have also been republished
with photographic images for the first time to
enhance their scholarly and archaeological
value. The third, fifth, and sixth inscriptions
(YMN 60,62,63) are new and have not been
published before, and all are of a votive

Nature.

The most prominent highlight in the newly
discovered part of the first inscription is the
mention of King "Wahabil Yahtiz". As for the
third

documents "“ubid *‘Ashwa" dedicating a statue

new inscriptions: the inscription
to the deity "Almaqah" in gratitude for his
recovery from an illness that lasted sixteen
months, and seeking favor with King
“"Anmar Yuhamin". The fifth inscription
shows "Hayw*Athtar bin Sharsam’, the king's

envoy, presenting a bronze statue to the deity
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"Almaqah" for bodily health and complete
wellness, in fulfillment of the vow of his
brother "Mashni’ bin Hadnan", and secking
favor and satisfaction with King "Lahay-athat
Yarkhum". Finally, the sixth inscription
records "Baril *Arsal" of the Banii "Dhui Sahar"
clan presenting a silver statue to the deity
"Almaqah" in praise and gratitude for being
blessed with a newborn son from his wife
"Karibah al-Saharlyah', and seecking favor
and satisfaction with King "Nashakarib

Yuha'min."

The study also includes a linguistic analysis of

selected terms from the inscriptions,
comparing them with expressions in the
contemporary local dialect and in Arabic

clarify

meanings. The historical significance of the

dictionaries to their contextual

newly discovered portion of the first
inscription and the three new inscriptions lies
in their dating of successive Sabaean kings’
reigns: beginning with "Wahabil Yahiz" in
the second half of the 2nd century CE,
followed by "Anmar Yuha'min bin Wahabl
Yahaz' in the late 2nd century CE, then
'Lahayathat Yarkhum" in the early 3rd
century CE, and ending with "Nasha’karib
Yuhamin bin Ilsharah Yahdib" in the second
half of the 3rd century CE.

Keywords: Inscriptions, Kings of Saba’,

Marib, Awam Temple, Almagah
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New Military Inscriptions from the Reign of ‘1Srh Yhdb and his
brother Yzl Byn the Kings of Saba’ and dii-Raydan

LdU (g5l s

:This
inscriptions
commemorative dedication inscriptions

Abstract research studies four

Sabaean from the
written in sunken Musnad script dedicated
to the deity *Alamaqah in the Awam
Temple in Marib. One of these
inscriptions (YMN 66) dates back to the
period when king (l8rh Yhdb) ruled
alone, while the remaining inscriptions
(YMN 64,65,67) date back to the period
when he shared power with his brother
Yzl Byn (18rh Yhdb and his brother Yzl
Byn the kings of Saba’ and dua-Raydan)
around the middle of the third century
AD. The importance of the inscriptions
lies in the fact that they are new and have
not been published before, and in their
confirmation of information contained in
previous inscriptions about the conflict
that was taking place between the Sabaeans
and the Himyarites, the Abyssinians, Dhu
Sahra, and those who allied with them
during that period .

Keywords: inscriptions, 'ISrh Yhdb II,
Contflict, Himyarites, AbyssiniansCE
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A new miilitary inscription dated to the reign of Ns?krb Yhrmn
Yhrhb, King of Sheba and Thi Raydan

EJETE Ve ‘;J.o*

Abstract: This research studies and analyzes
a newly discovered Sabaean inscription of a
military nature, written in relief script on a
stone stele dedicated to 'lmgh Thwn at his
temple, Awam/Mahram Bilgis, in Marib.
The inscription's source is (YMN 68). It was
read in Classical Arabic script, then its
meaning was translated into Classical Arabic,
and it was studied through interpretation,
analysis, and comparison. The significance of
this military inscription lies in its novelty and
its dating to the reign of the Sabaean king
Ns?krb Yh'mn Yhrhb (II), king of Saba and
Thi Raydan, in the late third century CE. It
clarifies his relationship with the Ash'ar and
Thi Shrh tribes of Tihama, the Kingdom of
Hadhramaut, and its events and outcomes.
Furthermore, it mentions names of
prominent figures, tribes, places, terms, and a
new military formula. This represents a new
and important addition to the history of Saba
and Thi Raydan, its kings, the names of
leaders, places, and other military and
political events known from ancient Yemeni

inscriptions.

Keywords: War inscription, Nasha'karib II,
Saba’ and Dhi Raydan, Hadramawt
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An Analytical Study of New Sabaean Inscriptions from Mahram Bilqis

Sl e (S5 e

Abstract :This study examines a set of
Sabaean inscriptions discovered in ancient
Yemen through a linguistic and historical
reading aimed at uncovering their textual and
contextual significance. The first inscription
presents a military—votive text documenting
the victories of an individual named Wahb
’Awam and his brother from the tribe of
Awsaf. It provides detailed accounts of
military campaigns across several cities,
including references to spoils and captives,
while highlighting the role of the deity
IImuqah in granting victory and protection
within a discourse that combines religious
expression with affirmation of loyalty to royal
authority. The second inscription is an
independent offered by
individuals from the tribe of Khabshan. Its

votive  text
significance lies in being among the earliest
explicit attestations of this tribal designation
in Sabaean inscriptions, in addition to
reflecting religious and social dimensions
related to the seeking of divine protection
and blessing. The third inscription takes the
form of a brief funerary text (a tombstone)
dedicated to a person named Hudam from
the tribe of Shaqran. It is employed for the

linguistic and morphological analysis of
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personal names, linking them to their Arabic
roots and cultural connotations. The fourth
inscription is a concise votive text recording
the dedication of two statues to the deity
IImuqah, lord of the temple of Awam,
without providing additional information
regarding the identity of the dedicators or the
motives behind the offering. Overall, the
study reveals the diversity of textual functions
in Sabaean inscriptions—ranging from
military and votive to funerary contexts—
and highlights the profound interconnection
between religious, political, and social
dimensions in ancient Yemeni society. It also
underscores the value of these inscriptions in
documenting rare tribal names and personal
names, and in analyzing them within their

linguistic and historical contexts.

Keywords: Sabaean inscriptions; funerary

context; military campaign; ancient Yemen
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New Sabaean Inscriptions from the ‘wam Temple (An Analytical Study)

3 el dat fuad’

Abstract :This study examines three Sabaean

inscriptions originating from the ‘wam
Temple. All of them are dedicatory (votive)
inscriptions recording offerings made to the
deity II-Maqah at his temple. The first
inscription concerns the granting of children
to its scribe, ‘bd al-Uzza, and his wife,
Rababa. The second inscription belongs to
'ws al-Lat ibn Shurayh

atonement for a sin.

and addresses

The final inscription dates to the reign of King
Yasser Yuhan'm and his son, Dara’ ‘amar,
rulers of Saba, Dhu Raydan, Hadramaut, and
Yamanat (first half of the 4th century CE). It
was composed by Bahil *sad ibn Yahfara, said
Mahgar tribe. The
inscription expresses gratitude to I1-Magah
for abundant rainfall that benefited their
agricultural lands,

to belong to the

along with additional
requests and petitions.

The importance of these inscriptions lies in
the fact that they have not been previously
studied, particularly in relation to their
linguistic content. They provide historical
and data that deepen
understanding of the religious, economic, and
social dimensions of ancient Yemen.

insights our

Keywords: Sabaean votive inscriptions;

'wam Temple; sin; Mahqar’; Hebran
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Mainian Inscriptions from the Ancient City of Haram

(Khirbat Hamdan), al-Jawf Governorate

Sl i e et
Abstract: This research focuses on the study

and analysis of twelve inscriptions, all
commemorative inscriptions written in the
Mamian dialect. They are carved in relief on
limestone, and the writing style dates back to
the early Sabaean period of the 8th and 7th
BCE, with the

inscription (YMN 80, Haram 53), which

centuries exception of
belongs to the second stage of the script. The
inscriptions originate from the ancient city of
Haram (modern-day Khirbet Hamdan, or
Khirbet Al Ali), in Al Jawf Governorate. The
significance of these inscriptions lies in the fact
that some are new and previously unpublished,
while others were published only in a
preliminary form and without any analysis or
comparison. Five of these inscriptions—the
fourth to the eighth—were previously
published as independent inscriptions, but our

research has revealed that they are actually a

single inscription .

The ninth inscription was studied and
published by the archaeologist Christian Robin
based on an image he obtained (YMN 80,

Haram 53). It was published by the researcher.
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In addition, the researcher believes that this
inscription has two copies. This inscription
proves evidence that some ancient Yemeni

inscriptions existed in two or more versions.

The inscriptions contain mention of proper
names and new linguistic forms, which is a new
addition to the history of ancient Yemen in
general and the history of the city of Haram in

particular.

Keywords: Mam Kingdom; al-Jawf Cities;
Haram City; Epigraphic Compilation;

Inscription Joining.
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